
19 November 2017: Preached by Preacher Clement Chew 

Topic: A Study of Ezra: Handling Opposition 

Scripture text: Ezra 5:1-17 

1.     Faithful men of God must be prepared for opposition in the course of doing God’s will. When 

being persecuted, let us examine ourselves. If we are being chastised by God for our sins, we must 

sincerely repent and seek God’s forgiveness. The rebuilding of God’s house was halted for 16 years 

while the Jews lived in well-decorated houses. God sent Haggai the prophet to rebuke the Jews for 

backsliding when they were persecuted. God stirred the hearts of the elders of Israel to resume work 

in the house of God. (Haggai 1) 

 2.     When being persecuted, we must continue to abound in God’s work. Instead of being idle, 

Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the prophets laboured to rebuild the House of God. In the midst of 

oppositions, let us remain steadfast and unmoveable in our faith towards Christ and persevere in the 

work of the Lord. 

3.     When being persecuted, we must rest assured under the care of the Almighty God. God’s eye 

was upon the Jews because they were doing His will in His appointed time. Likewise, when we are in 

the will of God, He will surely grant us the wisdom and strength to overcome persecutions. Our 

confidence is in God alone, who is our deliverer, strength and high tower. 

4.     When being persecuted, we must walk in integrity for the glory of God. The elders stated the 

truth respectfully upon confrontation. We must remain meek, gentle and courteous to maintain a 

blameless testimony for our Lord Jesus Christ. Knowing that vengeance is the Lord’s, let us remain 

patient and prayerful in tribulation. 

 


